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on each f ace  by open g a l l e r i e s  supported by t ape red  box columns. The window 
sashes a r e  nine-over-six,  and each room opens d i r e c t l y  on t o  t h e  g a l l e r i e s .  
A two-story covered passage and s t a i r  connect t h e  V i r g i n i a  and Maryland 
bui ld ings .  (Co l l ec t ive ly ,  t h e  g a l l e r i e s  a t  Orkney Spr ings  measure 2,999 f e e  
i n  length.)  

STATE 

V i r g i n i a  
COUNTy 

Shenandoah 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

The s p a ' s  c o t t a g e  row c o n s i s t s  of  seven i d e n t i c a l  two-story, six-room, hippe 
roof co t t ages  wi th  two-story corner  porches. The eaves a r e  decorated with 
sawn-work barge boards.  

(Continuation Sheet) 

(Nmnb.. .I1 ."Id..) 

Behind Maryland House a r e  t h e  minera l  spr ings .  Beside t h e  l ake  s t ands  a  
small  columned p a v i l i o n  three-bays long and one-bay wide wi th  a  hipped roof 
and a cupola. Of t h e  s p r i n g s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  i s  Bear Wallow. 
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Orkney Springs i s  one o f  t h e  l a s t  and is  t h e  most complete of t h e  minera l  
spas t h a t  sprang up s o  f r e e l y  i n  western Vi rg in i a  i n  t h e  n ine teen th  cen tu r  
I ts  h i s t o r y  reads' l i E @  a  turn-of- the-century novel e x t o l l i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  
o f  t h e  "Old South." I n  t h e  two decades 1870-1890 Orkney ranked among t h e  
Commonwealth's most famous spas .  A brochure of  1885 d e s c r i b e s  t h e  va r ious  
s p r i n g s  a s  conta in ing  su lphur ,  alum, a r s e n i c ,  cha lybea te  and i r o n  su lphur ,  
and h e a l i %  sp r ings ,  and guarantees  r e l i e f  from dyspepsia ,  c h r o n i c  d i a r r h e  
and female d i seases .  And t h e  f i n a l  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  summer of  1885 was 
t h e  presence of  a  " f i r s t  c l a s s "  s t r i n g  and b r a s s  band. And even today i f  
one were t o  walk t h e  v i l l a g e ' s  Main S t r e e t  from October t o  A p r i l ,  t h e  most 
i n t e r e s t i n g  item would be  a Virg in ia  S t a t e  Department o f  Heal th s i g n  
dec la r ing  t h e  water  a t  Orkney t o  be h e a l t h f u l  f o r  both  t h e  body and the  
pa la t e .  

Before 1800 t h e  l o c a l  farmers would ga the r  a t  t h e  then-undeveloped sp r ings  
a f t e r  the  ha rves t  t o  "enjoy t h e  waters." By 1833 t h e  popula t ion  had ex- 
panded and a  smal.1 community of log  cabins  r.7as incorpora ted  t o  form the  
town of  Van Burenv i l l e .  L a t e r  l a r g e r  h o t e l s  and c o t t a g e s  grew i n  response 
t o  t h e  r i s i n g  denand o f  people t o  take  the  waters .  A photograph now i n  
t h e  a rchives  of t h e  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  shows one  of t h e  e a r l i e s t  
h o t e l  s t r u c t u r e s  as  a  weatherboarded bu i ld ing ,  f ive-bays  long with a wood 
sh ing le  roof and no v i s i b l e  chim.neys, i n d i c a t i n ~  i t s  use  only  as  a  slir?mer 
h o t e l .  Th? f i r s t - f l o o r  vindovs wpre f i l l e d  with louvers  in s t ead  of g l a s s ,  

I n  1845 Henry How i n  w r i t i n g  h i s  h i s t o r y  of Vi-rginia v i ~ i t e d  Orline). S?ring 
and described i t  as  having "rvaters composed of s e v e r a l  l i v e l y  sp r ings  and 

i 
a r e  s t r o n g l y  cha lybeate .  Everything the  water  passes thro~!gh o r  ove r ,  i s  
b e a u t i f u l l y  l i n e d  r;ii-11 a  b r i g h t  yellow f r i n g e  o r  moss." An a n t e - h e l l u ~  
p r o p r i e t o r ,  i.Lr. '1. K. Seyiri,ur, adve r t i s ed  Orkney i n  1850 as  a "S>~lvan 
Ret rea t . ' '  

I n  t h e  ycars be fo re  t h e  C i v i l  war the  sp r ings  Icere w e l l  known f o r  f requent  
jous t ing  tournamsnts. iiy 1900 the  entcrtainmeilt  had been rcduccd t o  ::ore 
seda te  £ o m s  of  f r i v o l i t y  t h a t  included "g lass  b a l l  and c l a y  pig;_on tGurna-  
ments,  foot  rac ing ,  gnnder p u l l i n g  and g rease  r o l e  rac ing ."  

It 1.73s i n  the space of t ime nEter 1865 and t h e  s w i f t  llrovc i n t o  the mo?ern 
age t h a t  Orkncy experienced i t s  g r e a t e s t  p o p r ~ l a r i t y .  V i s i t  in:: t h e  spr ings  
had become an expanding 11abit f o r  more a f f l u e n t  Southerners .  Routes were 
published present ing  t h e  e a s i e s t  journeys by r a i l  from every  major point  

Lin t h e  South and Eas t .  Regular s t a g e  s e r v i c e  s ranLLl i n  Elount Jackso 
<&nt i n i  



Like s o  many of i t s  s i s t e r  r e s o r t s ,  Orkney Springs decl ined p r e c i p i t o u s l y  
towards t h e  t u r n  of the  century.  But a s  f i r e ,  abandonment, and neg lec t  re -  
duced these  once popular spas  t o  overgrown f i e l d s ,  Orkney managed t o  survive.  
It found i t s  doors open once again ,  n o t  as  a haven f o r  f a m i l i e s  escaping from 
t h e  h e a t  o f  the  c i t i e s ,  bu t  a s  a summer music camp f o r  Vi rg in ia  h igh  school 
bands, and a s  a loca t ion  f o r  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  known symphony symposium. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

t o  accommodate t h e  t r a v e l e r s  on the  f i n a l  ten-mile excursion t o  t h e  spr ings .  
By then  t h e  complex a t  Orkney contained t h r e e  l a r g e  h o t e l s ,  seven co t t ages ,  
s t a b l e s ,  a bowling a l l e y ,  and every poss ib le  outdoor s p o r t ,  w i th  a capac i ty  
t o  accommodate 750 people. Rates were $10-$15 by the  week, $30-$50 by the  
month wi th  t h e  f i n e s t  rooms a t  a s u b s t a n t i a l  $56 monthly. Chi ldren  were 
admit ted a t  h a l f  p r i ce .  
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Orkney Springs Hotel, Shenandoah County, Virginia 
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DESCRIPTION 

The acreage being nominated to the National Register consists of the twenty 
southernmost acres of parcel One of three large ~arcels of land comprising the 
grounds of the hotel. These twenty acres represent merely a fraction of the 
more-than-one-thousand-acre tract, and in themselves provide an appropriate 
setting for the large main buildings and the surrounding collection of 
smaller structures. In addition to the cottage row previously mentioned, 
the surrounding building assemblage includes a one-story Victorian manager's 
cottage northeast of the Maryland House and four two-story Victorian guest 
houses: three situated to the west of the Virginia House and one set 
directly across Route 263 from the others. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Archi tectural ly ,  Orkney Springs Hotel, consist ing of three l a rge r  buildings 
surrounded by an assemblage of accompanying cottages,  survives as one of the  
l n s t  complete examples of the  Virginia  Valley nineteenth-century mineral spring 
compJ.exes designed fo r  public accomodation. The gal le r ied  main buildings 
( i~lc luding the  antebellum Maryland House (1853)), complemented by seven two- 
s to ry ,  hipped-roof cottages with two-storied porches carrying ou t  the  multi-  
t i e r ed  e f f e c t  of t h e i r  l a rger  counterpar ts ,  r e f l e c t  the  unique atmosphere 
of the  bygone days of spa r e s o r t  populari ty.  



p~~ 

,-- 
, ,- .. , 

. , 

, \ .  
, . 

. - 1 

, , 
I .  

' . !  ., 
_/.- 

~ s f . ~  7% q u a d r a n g l e  ( s c a l e :  1: Z4Oo0) - -  R I I  tk 
1967 Orkney S p r i n g s ,  V a -  

ORKNEY SPRINGS, SHENANWAH COUNTY 
urn  R e f e r e n c e s :  
A-17/689540/4296300 , 
B-17/689880/4296300 - .  .- , 
c-17/689540/4295820 V i r g i n i a  tlouse 
D-17/689880/4295820 .... . . . 

\ ,-; 
, , :\ 

I '  i >ia ry land  Ilouse 

i 
T ' 

\. ' ~~.-' .:~-. ,, , ,- / 

'. 
- 

J I ,.. ~ : \\ ... .. - , . +:.- -- 1, w ' 
I 

. . , .--., , ~- 7 : .  .LC 

.~ -. ; ; ) 
I' // , ,,: &.. ,_, ~., t 

I . - ,/" . , c'. . , 
~~ . .. - . . . . . . . .  ~. 

. ~ . 
1 . . 

- ~ ~ . . 
, - ~.. 

7 

. . 
~., , . , , 

,,I 2 , , . ,, 
,/ , , 

~, ,,.+ 
,190 , 

. , ,.'., . , \+ , . . "! .':. 0 
., 

.*... - 
'i. I ,sto,ry G '.: .. ~. ,- -. 

.- \ / ' : , , , ~ %  

I' ,' ,;,, 7 '  . V 
, / , ; . .- . 7 r. . ,' - 

. ,-. .. . . - ! , : & . . ! . :  ,. -, - \ 3 , 
( ' 

, 
'\ 

. , - 
~ -\ 

p~ 
. , . , / : .  ' ,  ;1 

., . .. ~~~ 

I - . - -  - \.. 
i '-1 \ 

/ 
, -__ , . . . 

J: .: - :~-.--.. - . .--. 




